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Regula falsi in lower secondary

school education

Zsolt Fülöp

Abstract. The aim of this paper is to offer some possible ways of solving word prob-
lems in lower secondary school education. Many studies have shown that pupils in
lower secondary school education (age 13-14) encounter difficulties with learning alge-
bra. Therefore they mainly use arithmetical and numerical checking methods to solve
word problems. By numerical checking methods we mean guess-and-check and trial-and-
error. We will give a detailed presentation of the false position method. In our opinion
this method is useful in the loweer secondary school educational processes, especially to
reduce the great number of random trial-and-error problem solving attempts among the
primary school pupils. We will also show the results of some problem solving activities
among 19 grade 8 pupils at our school. We analysed their problem solving strategies
and compared our findings with the results of other research works.
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